Scholastic Library Publishing
Print Awards:

Chosen as one of the 2015 Outstanding Science Trade Books for Students K-12

· Extreme Laboratories (A True Book: Extreme Science)

Chosen as one of the 2015 Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People

· Thailand (Enchantment of the World)
Selected for the 2015 Amelia Bloomer List

· Women’s Right to Vote (Cornerstones of Freedom)

Digital Awards:
Chosen as one of School Library Journal’s Best Databases of the Year (February 2015)
· ScienceFlix
Gr 4 Up–Meeting Next Generation Science Standards is a crucial—though often overwhelming—undertaking. With a subscription to ScienceFlix, educators and librarians need not fear. Alluring in design and simple in text, this resource tackles earth science, physical science, the human body, and more. Related websites and relevant experiments distinguish this one from dry, encyclopedic materials: there’s plenty of opportunity to experience these topics in action, and aspiring scientists are in for a treat.
Recent Reviews-Digital
This digital resource is aligned to the Next Generation Science standards, providing an array of interactive lessons and activities for students to actively engage in STEM exploration. Database features include: lead articles, dive deeper articles, inquiry questions, project ideas, engaging experiments, quizzes, and lessons. The site is intuitively organized by primary science topics with labeled pictures of subtopics listed below. Tabs highlight Experiments, Careers in Science, and Science News leading to materials, and learning that encourages students to apply ideas and concepts; or see science applied in real world careers. Illustrations and graphics are often interactive, perfect for whole class instruction or individuals to explore areas of personal interest. The range of materials offers integration into all learning environments and classroom activities, including both the flipped classroom and blended learning environments, while engaging students in thinking critical about science through inquiry-based learning. This site offers an unlimited assortment of learning opportunities for students. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, January/February 2015 on ScienceFlix
Ease of Use and Visual Appeal ScienceFlix’s accessible interface allows students to find a material with ease. Consistency is central to its effectiveness: straightforward language clearly indicates what information can be found when opening embedded links, and page layouts look similar no matter the subject. The result is a cohesive, clean, and visually appealing resource. While the homepage may seem overwhelming, it successfully captures users’ attention and draws them in. 

Elsewhere, the visual design elements are streamlined and less busy, relying on larger, bolder fonts to indicate areas of importance, while small blocks of text bordered in blue direct users to additional resources that extend the content. The spatial relationship among items on the page encourages students to focus on one element at a time, aiding in readability. Most of the text appears in a simple black font, but additional colors are also used to direct users to other reference points. Vertical blue banners adorn the sides of each page, while pale blue and white backgrounds allow the visual content to pop. Red, used sparingly, adds a splash of vibrant color to the otherwise cool palette, which is effective without being overbearing. 
Content By default, the homepage opens to “Browse All Topics” and creates a portal to the 30-plus subjects arranged in six broad categories: “Earth Science,” “Space Science,” “Life Science,” “Health & Human Body,” “Physical Science,” and “Technology & Engineering.” Each is then divided into five more specific content areas—for instance, “Physical Science” includes “Atoms & Molecules,” “States of Matter,” “Chemical Reactions,” “Force & Motion,” and “Light”—which are represented by a colorful thumbnail. Upon accessing a selected subject, students will discover a short video about the topic, followed by a brief, authoritative article written by ScienceFlix contributors. The text concludes with the correct way to cite the material in MLA, APA, and Chicago Manual of Style formats. 
Each article also includes a table of contents as well as other helpful tools, including the options to hear the text read aloud, look up words, email, print, and display in Spanish. Students can even adjust an article’s Lexile measure to accommodate their needs. On the left side of the page, other relevant information can be found, such as “Dive Deeper,” “Explore More,” “Related Websites,” “Science Lab,” “What Do You Think?,” “Show What You Know,” and “Careers.” This sidebar, along with the vibrant photographs and videos, complements the text and furthers students’ understanding of the subject. 
Users may also access the three other primary sections of the database (“Experiments,” “Careers in Science,” and “Science News”) from either the homepage or other, more specific pages. As the title suggests, “Experiments” explains the vital role that trial and error plays in the scientific method and, through 15 examples, takes students through the process from problem to conclusion. Laboratory safety, lab techniques, and lab report guidelines as well as recommended websites offer students practical advice. 

“Careers in Science” contains written and visual reference material that explores the various scientific professions, from acoustics to zoology, as well as websites that focus on general career information. Users can browse sites by career. 

Of the four main sections, “Science News” has the most to gain from the inclusion of additional content. Currently, only three articles are available, and the “News Story Archive” includes an additional six pieces. The lack of material can be attributed to ScienceFlix’s summer 2014 launch and will surely increase as the resource develops. Finally, a keyword search function is available throughout the database, while the Help function clearly explains the various tools at the users’ disposal.

Student and Teacher Resources Accessible from every page is the Teacher Resources link. Detailed lesson plans and quizzes are available to educators for each of the 30 units, while numerous projects, videos, and other media are provided to assist educators in engaging their students.
Verdict As classrooms continue to emphasize STEM education, students and teachers need reliable and relevant resources to increase science literacy. This dynamic and engaging resource will empower the next generation of innovators and foster a continued interest in science.
—School Library Journal, December 2014 on ScienceFlix
Recent Reviews-Print

(Please note that some reviews are not always as favorable as others so please read each one carefully before sharing with customers. We wanted you to be aware of them good or bad!) 

Rookies
This is a wonderfully arranged, colorful series of biographies. Each book has photographs, maps of the subject’s birthplace, poems about the person of interest, fast facts, and a timeline of major events in which the person was involved. The best part of these books is the repetition of the format; their visually appealing layout, and their ease of reading. Text on every page corresponds to the photographs. For each title shared with children, they will then want to read more in the series. Highly Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2014 on Abraham Lincoln, Amelia Earhart, George Washington Carver, Jackie Robinson, and Neil Armstrong (Rookie Biographies)

These colorful little books are perfect for young scientists. Each volume provides just the right amount of information in an age-appropriate font. They start from the beginning of the life cycle and continue through to adulthood. A summary of the cycle is included so students can see the whole process from start to finish. Full-color photographs, diagrams, and additional fact bubbles enhance the text. The glossary includes a color picture of the word being defined. Along with teaching science content, these books could be used to introduce the features of a nonfiction book to beginning readers. Each book suggests activities such as keeping a journal, taking photographs and going on a nature hunt to extend learning. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2014 on Acorn to Oak Tree, Caterpillar to Butterfly, Seed to Plant, and Tadpole to Frog (Rookie Read-About Science—Life Cycles)
These books open with a short list of “good things” that each animal contributes to the ecosystem opens these books. Bats, for example, eat insects and spread pollen and seeds. The content then shifts to more general information about physical features, life cycles, and habitats. Full-page photos of mostly high quality match the simple text effectively, aided by useful labels. Interesting details are judiciously woven into the broader overviews, some within the main text and others through “fun facts” insets. The titular “good things” return in a concluding spread, which restates the benefits, using effectively captioned photos. An additional “creature feature fun” section includes riddles, an activity suggestion, and more facts, along with photos. The theme of creatures helping the world may draw curious readers, while the solid presentation of information introduces each animal at a level that works for new readers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on It’s a Good Thing There Are Bees, It’s a Good Thing There Are Butterflies, It’s a Good Thing There Are Snakes, It’s a Good Thing There Are Spiders, It’s a Good Thing There Are Ladybugs, It’s a Good Thing There Are Bats, and It’s a Good Thing There Are Earthworms (Rookie Read-About Science—It’s a Good Thing...)

A clean, crisp design and a plain, accessible writing style characterize this series. Every feature is designed with the youngest readers in mind: books feature one short paragraph per page, printed in a large, sans serif font. For all its simplicity, the text is remarkably informative (“Lady Liberty stands 305 feet (93 meters) tall. That is as high as a 22-story building. At the time, it was the tallest statue in the world.”). Throughout each volume, blue-limned sidebars feature “Fun Facts” (“The White House is the only home of a country’s leader that is regularly open to the public.”). The illustrations are plentiful, colorful, and captioned. An ideal series for newly independent readers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on The Pledge of Allegiance,  The American Flag, The Bald Eagle, The Statue of Liberty, The White House, Air Force One, and Washington, D.C. (Rookie Read-About American Symbols)
True Books

Each book in this series begins with a challenge to the reader to find which sentence of the two listed is not true. The books then go on to cover the life cycle, habitats, physical features, and reproduction of the species featured. Larger type text along with colorful sidebars, charts, and photos encourage the reader to keep reading and discovering fun facts. A quick fact chart in each book helps readers compare groups within the species with information on their diet, distribution, reproduction, and life spans. Readers also learn about current survival challenges and how to support threatened species. Statistics are listed at the end of each book as well as other resources to explore. Students will find this series helpful while researching or while browsing. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2014 on Amphibians, Birds, Insects and Spiders, Mammals, and Reptiles (A True Book—Animal Kingdom)

This practical series explores American business history and the characteristics of successful business visionaries. Large, clear print and numerous photographs will appeal to young readers. The biographies focus on the positive impact the subjects had in their fields and the characteristics that made them successful. The Global Economy describes globalization’s long history and provides many modern examples, while mentioning current issues. While businesswomen are briefly profiled in American Entrepreneurship, it is disappointing that a neither a woman nor a person of color is represented in one of the biographies. Still, this is a useful series for upper elementary students who want to develop their own business plans and need inspiration and practical advice. Glossary. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, August/September 2014 on American Entrepreneurship, The Global Economy: America and the World, Henry Ford: Father of the Auto Industry, Sam Walton: The Man Who Invented Walmart, Starting Your Own Business, and Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic (A True Book—Great American Business)
Each title in this series is designed to catch the attention of readers from the very beginning. A bright photograph and an interesting fact are placed on the covers; once inside students are presented with a “Find the Truth” question that they must read through the text to answer. Each volume highlights important space discoveries and includes a timeline illustrating how our knowledge of space has changed. The information is well-researched and presented in an engaging manner. Maps, photographs, diagrams, trivia, and a variety of typefaces support and enhance text. The layout helps even beginning readers find what they are looking for, which makes the series ideal for short research projects. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Highly Recommended
—Library Media Connection, November/December 2014 on The Moon, Planet Earth., Planet Jupiter, Planet Mars, Planet Mercury, Planet Neptune, Planet Saturn, Planet Uranus, Planet Venus, and The Sun (A True Book—Space)
The books in this set open with two true or false questions (a signature of this series) that are answered in the text. Divided into four to six chapters, the titles focus on one aspect of each subject. A “Big Truth” chapter and a “True Statistics” page add interesting facts about weapons, armies, or statistics. The content is standard for middle-level books on World War II, and large black-and-white period photos appear throughout. Unfortunately, this series is marred by some weaknesses. There are few maps and no documentation of numbers and statistics scattered throughout the texts, and there are several errors (for instance, Battles mistakenly states that the Battle of the Bulge resulted in more deaths than any other battle, and both Weapons and Navy erroneously explain the tailhook mechanism on aircraft carriers. This set doesn’t improve on extant World War II coverage, and most libraries will find other series to be better choices.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on Big Battles of World War II, D-Day, The U.S. Army in World War II, The U.S. Navy in World War II, and The Weapons of World War II (A True Book—World at War)

You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without…

Modern-day conveniences, such as cell phones and toilets, and the ingenious ways that people in the past made do without them are explored in this engaging series. Filled with bite-size facts and humorous, cartoon illustrations, the books take readers on a journey through history, showing them how science and technology have made life easier, safer, and more comfortable. Time lines chart the inventions’ major developments and discoveries, providing a solid background for each subject, while brief yet interesting historical examples will appeal to even the most reluctant reader. The “ick” factor and potty humor in Toilets and Antibiotics are sure to entertain many, and interactive elements, such as the hands-on activities in “You Can Do It!,” encourage experimentation and critical thinking. The books are packed with so much information that the lack of a pronunciation guide in the glossary can certainly be overlooked.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Clean Water!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Electricity!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Toilets!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Cell Phones!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Antibiotics!, and You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Books! 
In addition to explaining Earth’s limited supply of clean water and its vital importance, this high-spirited, colorful volume discusses matters such as why your body needs fresh water and how people can conserve it. Exaggerated and often comical, the many digital pictures are useful in illustrating terms and will attract readers and help engage them with the ideas presented in the text. One particularly effective spread asks, “How Big Is Your Water Footprint?” While the captions supply relevant factoids (for example, from farm to factory to fork, it takes 164 gallons of water to put a pound of spaghetti on the table), the pictures show adults and kids looking askance at the everyday products they’re eating, drinking, wearing, and using. A lively addition to the You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without . . . series.
—Booklist, October 1, 2014 on You Wouldn't Want to Live without Clean Water! 
Calling All Innovators
The history, present, and future of innovation in four STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) careers are explored in this engaging series. With clean design and attractive graphics, each book is a blend of fascinating and practical information arranged in organized, concise sections. For those who may not have realized how much math and science are involved in NASCAR, Race Cars demonstrates the importance of these subjects to the sport while maintaining a sense of excitement. Each title also features an interview with a professional explaining how they got started and giving advice to young people. An appropriate series for middle schoolers searching for concrete career possibilities.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on Animation: From Concept to Consumer, Race Cars: Science, Technology, Engineering, Space Exploration: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Television: From Concept to Consumer 
Real Bios
Cleveland fans felt betrayed when James left in 2010 to play for the Miami Heat, but he wanted to play for a team that could win the NBA championship. Now, as this up-to-the-minute entry in the Real Bios series affirms, he is coming back. Informational text highlights King James’ career from youth through two NBA championship tournaments and two Olympic gold medals. The book includes a Q&A section, a “Bits and Pieces” scrapbook of personal info, and a “What’s Next” section. Color photographs, text boxes, facts, and time lines break up the narrative text, which should help entice reluctant reader. Perhaps, as the cover advertises, the book’s fun-fact nature will be the draw, as it joins more than 75 youth biographies written about James since 2003.

—Booklist, October 1, 2014 on LeBron James 
Pilot 

The books are well organized, featuring sidebars full of fascinating tidbits about these tech icons’ hobbies and family histories. Each profile mentions the individual’s salary, as well as their charitable contributions. Readers get a clear sense of the arc of their lives, from childhood experiences to higher education. Those interested in technology fields will come away with an understanding of conventional and unconventional paths to success. Graphic design is strong, with multiple photos of each person at different ages (one winner: Jeff Bezos posing in a garage full of books—the first Amazon retail warehouse). However, the writing is serviceable, and at times, one craves more elaboration. For instance, we learn that premed student Marissa Mayer became “bored” with coursework in brain surgery, but never find out why, which seems a missed opportunity to develop the unfolding of her career path.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on Bill Gates, Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos, Larry Page, Marissa Mayer, Mark Zuckerberg, Sergey Brin, and Steve Jobs (Pilot—Tech Icons)

Torque
Aimed at younger or less able readers than the same-named Gareth Stevens series (also reviewed in this issue) and with a different focus, this set’s third quartet (earlier volumes were published in 2013) takes intrepid students on quick tours of four American locales “said to be” haunted. Along with a short recap of each site’s history, the author tucks in references to weird noises and other supernatural manifestations reported by visitors and specifically names at least one putative specter—such as Jennie Wade, Gettysburg’s only civilian casualty, or New Orleans’ “Voodoo Queen” Marie Laveau. The illustrations, which are distorted photos featuring screaming mouths and blurred figures, have been passed through lurid color filters for additional atmosphere. Fine for recreational browsing; the closing bibliographies and online lists of websites will be more useful for assignments than the titles themselves.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on Gettysburg, RMS Queen Mary, St. Louis Cemetery No. 1, and Winchester Mystery House (Torque—The Scariest Places on Earth)
Epic
With simplified vocabulary and sentences, these books introduce the basics of each sport, including history, teams, rules of play, and playoffs and championships. Exciting color photos and time lines supplement the short texts. The books’ brevity will disappoint most readers, and facts presented without context can be misleading. Under the headline “The First President,” Football notes that “Sports star Jim Thorpe was the first president of the league. He was known as ‘the greatest athlete in the world.’” While it is true that Thorpe, who was Native American, was named president of the American Professional Football Conference (predecessor to the NFL) shortly after it formed in 1922, he was a figurehead at a time when people of color, including Native American Thorpe, were barred from playing alongside whites in most pro sports. Soccer and Tennis, both with a relatively narrow focus, are somewhat more successful in their presentations.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2014 on Major League Baseball, Major League Soccer, National Basketball Association, National Football League, National Hockey League, and United States Tennis Association (Epic—Major League Sports)

The Wrestling Superstars series will mainly appeal to young WWE fans and should inspire and engage that limited audience, including reluctant and below-grade-level readers—the books are written at no higher than a second-grade level. (Because the books maintain the fiction of WWE characters and wrestling matches with earnest admiration, they are unlikely to engage readers who are not WWE fans already.) Confusingly, each book plunges into a chapter on the wrestler’s debut with almost no context, except for a helpful glossary in the back matter. The biographical information follows a standard “Who Is . . . ?” and “Life before the WWE” progression. A later chapter, “Winning Moves,” seems potentially informative, but it turns out to be about each wrestler’s fantastically named “signature moves” rather than deeper athletic technique. For example, Alberto Del Rio is known for the “Cross Armbreaker” and “Enzuigiri.” John Cena uses the “Attitude Adjustment” and the “Stepover Toehold Facelock.” The author mentions Rey Mysterio’s “619” and “West Coast Pop.” Sheamus’ “Brogue Kick” and “Irish Curse” are hard to take seriously. Still, fans are fans, and will likely enjoy both the text and the glamorous and/or sweaty photos.

—Booklist, January 1 & 15, 2015 on Alberto Del Rio, John Cena, Rey Mysterio, and Sheamus (Epic—Wrestling Superstars)
Also recommended from this series:

-Chris Jericho

-Christian

-CM Punk

-Dolph Ziggler
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